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[ Instruction: Please read aloud, with your normal talking speed, the following excerpt from

Shehan Karunatilaka' s 7he Seven Moons of Maali Almeida, winner of the 2022 Booker Prize.

Record the audio file in mp3 or mp4 format. Before the text proper, please first read aloud the

underlined section (OO O is your name) so that examiners can identify you. ]
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You took her to the buffet and had
chocolate biscuit pudding and smoked Gold
Leafs while an ageing diva sang ‘Tarzan
Boy' toaYamaha keyboard. Jaki
complained in a London accent about how
she hated Sri Lanka, living with her Aunty,
and working mornings at the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation. How her aunt’ s
new husband came into her room without

knocking and how it creeped her out.

Your father, absent since you were fifteen,
paid for many of your failed careers. In your
twenties, you studied finance for a summer

and worked insurance for a winter. You left

with a loathing of both games, but knowing
everything you needed about the rudiments
of gambling. Investment vs Yield. What you
put in vs What you earn. The likelihood of
something happening vs What it costs.

You' ve never placed a bet you couldn’ t
win. Which is not the same as not losing. You
went in eyes open, knowing all the angles
and most of the odds. The odds of winning
the lottery are one in eight million. The odds
of dying in a car are one in four thousand.
And, according to Mr Kinsey, the odds of

being born homo are one in ten.



What are the odds of being born in a war- You told Jaki to stop thinking red vs black,

torn shithole? Considering most of the and to start thinking odds. What are the
planet lives on nothing, and considering chances the guy next to you has a Jack or
there’ s never been an era of peace in all of that the dealer will draw a Five or that
recorded history, you' d say pretty high. everyone believes your hand is better than
theirs?
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