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According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, in one year alone, the U.S.
produces a staggering 32 million tons of plastic waste and only around nine percent is
recovered for recycling. This means the majority of plastics end up in landfills and much
of it never makes it that far; plastic also has a tendency to wind up in local waterways and
our oceans. While we might understand that plastic pollution in the world’s oceans is not a
good thing, we are only just beginning to realize the impact that plastics have on marine
ecosystems.

There are an estimated 270,000 tons of plastic floating on the surface of the ocean and
according to a recent study authored by researchers at Plymouth University (3% £1] 5587 A
£2), a staggering 700 different marine species are threatened by its presence. More than

this, researchers believe that plastic plays a role in rising rates of species extinction.

Research found that 693 species had been documented as having encountered plastic
debris, with nearly 400 involving entanglement and ingestion. Between entanglement,
ingestion and ecosystem damage, the threat of plastic pollution impacts marine species
both large and small.



