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More than 1,000 Kenyans travel to India each year for serious surgery, 
transplants and cancer treatment. This influx helps fuel the country’s $3bn 
(€2.7bn) medical-tourism boom and a nascent travel industry has sprung up 
in response to serve Kenya’s middle classes as they decamp east. But India’s 
top hospitals now aim to cut the extra expense for their patients by bringing 
their service closer to this key clientele, establishing Indian-run facilities 
specialising in oncology and cardiology around Kenya. If the plan goes 
ahead, it’ll be a win for India’s hospitals but should also give Kenya’s own 
medical-tourism trade – already attracting patients from across east Africa – a 
much-needed shot in the arm.
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